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Stamp Louis Stamp and Coin Research Memo 2 


William A. Johnson and Frank E. Ellis 


Despite the wonderful information from Eric P. Newman that William A. Johnson was in St. Louis and 
lived at 2109 C South Spring St. in 1895,1 could not verify any of that information through Gould's City 
Directories. 

William A. Johnson proved to be very elusive. Perhaps he moved to the County for a time. Despite 
many listings for William Johnson and several for William A. Johnson, none of them seemed to be above 
laborer type jobs which I assumed did not describe B. G. Johnson's father. I checked the addresses of all 
William Johnsons for the South Spring St. Address, having no luck. 

The only likely candidate I found was a William A. Johnson, Cashier, for Millard F. Helery with a 
residence at 3685 Laclede av. 

The other candidate was in 1899, a William A. Johnson, Insurance (insur) at 2755A Lafayette Av 

I checked both Burdette and William A. from 1901 when Johnson would have been 16 as the youngest 
time he was likely to get full time work. 

In 1905,1 found confirmation, as both Burdette G. and William A. Johnson both are listed at 1814A 
Oregon. William A. Johnson was listed as "insur" and so I assumed the 1899 listing was correct. 
Whether he worked as cashier before that is still uncertain. 

Burdette and William A. Johnson live together on and off but William A. does not consistently appear in 
the directories. In 1905, Burdette is living with him at 1814A Oregon, in 1906 William disappears, then 
in 1907 William and Burdette have moved to 2844 Lafayette Av, where they stay for several years. 
William A. changes his job to "agent" but unspecified for whom, and he continues to live with Burdette 
G. through 1910. 


I can try to check county directories for the missing years after 1899 or between 1895-1899, but many 
fewer exist than their city counterparts. Let me know if this is wanted. 

As far as Frank E. Ellis goes, he is first listed in Gould's City Directory in 1899 as manager of St. Louis 
Stamp and Coin Co. 312 N. 4 th St.. His residence is at 1416 N. 16 th St. 

In 1900, he changes residences to 1125 N. 16 th St. and an interesting series of address inconsistencies 
begins. Under Ellis's name, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. is shown at 312 N. 4 th St., but both the white 
pages and the yellow pages have St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. at 209 N. 8 th St. (by white pages I mean 
the normal alphabetical listing of people and businesses and by the yellow pages I mean the listing of 









businesses alphabetically by type of business according to headings listed in the front of the directory) 
For 1900, the white pages listing is on page 1578. The yellow page listing is on page 2388. 

In 1901, the moving continues and the addresses do not stay consistent. Frank E. Ellis is still listed as the 
manager of St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. at 209 N 8 th St., but the white and yellow pages have the store 
moved to 1003 Pine St. (No mention of this is in the alterations and additions in either year) 


Looking for any clues about the store's prospects I tracked the kind of advertisement taken out in the 
directory. The white pages always has the most minimal, non bold small print with just the name and 
address until 1909 when Burdette G. Johnson is added to the white pages listing in parentheses. 


Frank E. Ellis continues to work at St. Louis Stamp and Coin for several years. In 1903, he is no longer 
listed as the manager, just that he works there. No title of any kind. From 1899 until 1902 he lives at the 
same address, 1125 N. 16 th St. In 1903, He moves to 3125 Clifton Place. In 1904, the second year he is 
not listed as manager, he moves to 1422A Dolman. 

In 1903 the store moves again, with continuing address inconsistencies, under Frank Ellis's name, the 
store is listed as 1003 Pine, under the white and yellow pages, it has moved to 115 N. 11 th St. 

Interestingly, Burdette G. Johnson is listed as clerk for the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., but the stores 
address does not appear in his name entry as it does with Ellis. 

As previously indicated, B.G. Johnson begins in 1903 as clerk, and that label in the directory does not 
change until the 1907 city directory where Burdette is now referred to as salesman. In 1907, Frank Ellis 
moves to 1372A Arlington Av 


Fun side note. In the 1905 City directory yellow pages, under Stamps, Postage ( but not under Coins), 
there is a small simply entry for Zerbe, Farren, 1 North Broadway. Zerbe disappears in 1906 directory. I 
haven't rechecked 1904 for him yet but when I get a chance I will. 


David A. Sutherland is nowhere to be found in the city directories with the sole exception of 1908, 

The entry in the white pages reads, "Sutherland, David A. St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 115 N. 11 th St. 
Res. Columbus, Ind". 

Also in 1908, there is a Frank Ellis listed, but not a Frank E. Ellis, there is no job associated with Mr. Ellis's 
entry and his residence is listed as 4A Nicholson Place. There is no way to be certain it is the same Frank 
Ellis but probably not as the middle initial had been consistent. In 1909 there is no listing whatsoever for 
a Frank Ellis. 
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The Prudential Insurance Company of America 
D.A. Sutherland, Supt, 

Post Office Building 
Columbus, IND 

No date 

"Very Strictly Confidential" 

Dear Cousin: 


I will not write you a very long letter. But just now an important one indeed to me. Perhaps ere I 
receive your reply there may not have been any need for having written it. Now first, I am in debt about 
$500 which I can raise with very little effort. But my arm takes slight changes I notice as the weather 
changes. So if the very worst comes to pass I want to_figures 7 out where I am.^ "T 

' i 1 f 

Page 2 

In case my arm should not improve why I do not know positively what our Co. might want me to do or 
not to do. I was at Madison yesterday and Edby today. 

However we can't foresee the future. So I might in a few weeks decide to spend until first of May on a 6 
mos. Leave of absence if I find it is necessaryfor me to take this much rest. If I do it might change my 
life entirely. It might mean at least a convisit. 

CcT\/ 

Page 3 

It might ajso mean that I would push the Bycycle Att. More vigorously. Else sell it out altogether & push 
the shoe '"^^H clasp for all its worth. 

If I could take a complete rest till about May why it might mean my life prolonged several years. And 
should it ever become necessary to draw on you it would be for the smallest amount I could possibly get 
along with. 


Page 4 

Now kindly write me Personally & strictly Confidential. Just as I would write to you if similarly placed. 

Glad you got nice __ 

Looking for the 4 th ^fept. Catalog. 




I close rriy ^^year with the Co. on next Thursday. If I can I'll try and 

Mr._(tell Uncle Will) is out of our catalog Co. sent him. $50_ 

$5,000 they can let me out. 


to hold out to my 15 th year. 
L_. If they'll_ 


Good Bye. Yours David 
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MAIL AUCTION SALE 

. ; V 


10 03 


ST. LOUIS, MO, 


po st~office| I 

. • u . " - ■■ >| 

Hand you herewith list of their | 

Second Mail Auction Sale. This I 

sale will occur. . . • . I 

SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 15th,1902. j 

* All bids will be listed as received . 

: Bids must be at so much per- lot. ‘ 

•; Bid by the number of the lot. 

Postage or express to be paid by 
•; purchaser. There are no com¬ 
mission charges for buying. 

Bids Must be in on or Before Nov. 15th. 

' V Send references, if unknown to y 

us. We guarantee satisfaction in 

, all respects. ' y, . y 





CATALOG' 


Money, Stamps. Etc 

" fll 

T5 Piece and the Very Raj 
Dollar of 1839 i Brilliant 

I . ■~uWs®&& 






IPOST OFF ICE, ft ■ |l(| 


Tiiis Silk wii.i. be iiei.i> 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29th 1902. 

: ' Bids will be listed as received. ; ; 

T,T^C( ; ,,-TTOm 30: AT SO MUCH , . 

NOT BY. THE'VM 

rv 4-V* A TVTrv r»-F fVl A T .nf. . .1? 


■ I BIDS MUST BE AT SO MUCH 

I ; PER LOT, NOT BY THE : 
>- | PIECE. Bid by the No. of the Lot. : 

t Postage: or express to bo paid by 

- I the purchaser. There are no com- . 

s I . mission charges for buying. 


| : mission charges for buying. Ay I 

PRICED CATALOGUES 50 CENTS EACH; | 

o. tAlp 5*:C'ASHiW'TH OflDE W&Pite,■ 


ER TH E SALE. CASH WITH Ofl 

--- . 

The St. Louis Stamp&C01 1 

- 1003 PI1TE STBEB' 


A ST. LOUIS, MO. 

- - ■ 


. ''■ 


[oOt 
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desire to call attention to 
the fine lot of UNITED 
STATES COINS AND 
FOREIGN GOLD 
COINS offered in this sale. 
These coins are very popu¬ 
lar, and are a. fine invest¬ 
ment, as prices are steadily advancing. 
We have written this catalogue with 
great care, and endeavored to give the 
condition of each piece accurately. 

TERMS OF SALE. 

Our terms are for prompt cash 
only. All buyers are expected , with¬ 
out fail, to remit for their purchases 
within ten days after receipt,or sooner, 
if possible. Send references, if un¬ 
known to us. We guarantee satisfac¬ 
tion in all respects. Each piece offered 
is guaranteed to be genuine, without 
time limit. We . solicit your bids on 
these term'si and will execute them to 
the best of our ability. 

St. Louis Stamp & Com Co. 

(F. E. ELLIS, Manager,) 

1 003 Pine Street, ST. LOUIS, MO. 




SECTION 1—UNITED STATES. 


U. S. GOLD DOLLARS. 


1 

1849 

O mint. Very good. 

2 

1850 

Very good. 

3 

1855 

Good. 

4 

1856 

Very good. 

5 

1857 

Very good. 

6 

18c 8 

Fine. 

7 

1860 

Good. 

8 

1861 

Very good. 

9 

1862 

Very fine. 

10 

1873 

Uncirculated. 

11 

1874 

Very gocd to fine. 

12 

1884 

Uncirculated. 

13 

1889 

Uncirculated. 



U. S. QUARTER EAGLES. 

14 

1834 

Very good. 

15 

1835 

Good. 

16 

1836 

Very good. 


U. S. GOLD THREE DOLLAR. 

17 

1854 

Very good. 

18 

1855 

Very good. 

19 

1856 

Very good. 

20 

1860 

Very good. 

21 

1868 

Ring skilfully removed from toj 



good. 

22 

1878 

Fine. 

23 

1883 

Proof. 



U. S. HALF EAGLES. 

24 

1S02 

Over 1. Very good. 

25 

1803 

Over 2. Fine. 

26 

1805 

Very good. 

27 

1810 

Very good. 

28 

1834 

“E Pluribus Unum” over eagle. 


size; first type. Very good. Rare. 

U. S. EAGLES. 

29 1801' Very good. 


(aJ 
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Subj: st. louis stamp and coin co. 

Date: 12/29/2011 2:09:44 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

Hi Eric 

Thank you again for the time off with my family. We had a very nice visit. 

I finished up late yesterday afternoon with the research on St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 

I am not certain it will be as helpful as we would like in terms of dating the sales. I am copying 
the memo I wrote into the email for your convenience. If you have any questions, need more etc. 
let me know. Tom 

St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. research in Gould’s City directory for St. Louis City 
( City directories were checked starting with late additions in the front, Johnson, St. Louis Stamp 
and Coin as well as Sutherland (I checked them all) in each directory. I also checked for Coins 
and or Stamps as a subject area in the Business pages section) 

First mention of the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. was in the 1898 city directory. The store was 
listed at 312 N. 4 th St. The listing was only the name and address, no other name associated with 
it were discovered. In 1898, other presumably postage stamp companies appear. The Stamp 
Exchange in Room 605 Century building on Olive and the St. Louis Trading Stamp Company at 
709 Olive St. Before 1898 ( starting with 1891) there were stamp companies, but I believe they 
were ink stamp or metal stamp companies rather than postal stamp companies. Mound city stamp 
co. 1501 Washington Av ( 1891), Miller-McCormack Stamp company 9045 Olive st. (1893) Star 
Stamp company 3848 West Pine(1893). 

In 1899, St. Louis Stamp and Coin continues at 312 N. 4 th St. 

In 1900, St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 209 N. 8 th St. The Directory listing is in a much 
larger font, equal in size to other Stamp Company ads. Hussman Stamp Company also appears. 
In 1901 St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 1003 Pine St. where they stay until 1903. 

There are David Sutherlands listed, but they are all in construction. 

*Side Note: I bumped into a scale ad for Troemner’s Star scale from the Howe Scale company in 
the coffee mill section. See photocopy attached from 1901 Gould’s city directory . 

Side note 2: Bumped into the St. Louis Bank Note Company (38 Laclede Building Olive and 
4 th ) in 1895.1 am sure you know all about it, but I noted it anyway. 

Burdette G. Johnson first appears in the city directory in 1903 as a clerk for St. Louis Stamp and 
Coin Co. Johnson’s residence was 1814A Oregon Ave. The St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 
moved to 115 N. 11 th St. 

The company description does not include a person’s name. 

In 1904, in the Business listing section ( St. Louis Stamp and Coin appears in both the “white 
pages” individual names alphabetically, section and in the “yellow pages” businesses arranged 
by subject of their commerce sections. St. Louis Stamp and Coin usually had two listings and 
then additional mention of people who worked there in the personal sections. In the business 
listing, a description “Postage Stamps and Old Money of all countries Bought and Sold” was 
added to the basic listing. This added description never changed from 1904 -1912 where I 
stopped this particular search. 

From 1903-1906 Johnson is listed as a clerk, in 1907 he is listed as a salesman and he moves his 
personal residence to 2844 Lafayette. 

In 1908 David A. Sutherland ( St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co.) makes his ONLY appearance in a 
St. Louis City 


Saturday, December 31, 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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Directory. His residence is listed as Columbus Ind. No St. Louis city address is provided. I assume that 
the notation means Columbus, Indiana, but the guide to abbreviations is not helpful on this subject. 

He never appears in the business section of the listing. 

Burdette G Johnson is no longer labeled clerk or salesman starting in 1908. 

In 1909, in addition to the listing and description of St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., Burdette G Johnson's 
name is in a parenthesis in the entry in the white pages section. There is never a name in the business 
listing portion. 

Note, either Johnson moved slightly to 2849 Lafayette or there was a typo in 1912. 

Summary listing 

1898 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. appears 312 N. 4 th 

1900 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. moves to 209 N. 8 th St. 

Type font gets bigger in Business section (stays larger in business section) 

1901 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. moves to 1003 Pine St. 

1903 B.G. Johnson appears, as Clerk with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. Residence 1814A Oregon 
Ave 

1903 St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 115 N. 11 th St. 

1904 Description added to listing: Postage Stamps and Old Money of all countries Bought and Sold 

1907 Johnson’s description changes to Salesman, he moved to 2844 Lafayette Ave 

1908 David A. Sutherland’s name appears, association with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., no position 
indicated, residence listed as Columbus Ind 

1908 Burdette G Johnson’s personal entry no longer includes a position, simply St. Louis Stamp and 
Coin Co. 

1909 Burdette G Johnson’s name is added to the company listing in parantheses in the “white pages” 
part of the listing. 

the listing stays the same through 1912. 


Saturday, December 31, 2011 AOL: EricNumis 







In the SKLOW Numismatic Book Auction closing February 11, 2012, Lots 979, 980 981 are 
St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company items. The first two are fixed price lists No. 1 and No. 2. 

The last one seems to be 4 volumes, No. 1 to No. 4, and I don’t know which one I have. 
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THE ST. LOUIS METROPOLITAN NUMISMATIC DEALERS 
(St. Louis Professional Coin Dealers Association) 


Background: 


The history of commercial numismatics stretches back to the 
nineteenth century. St. Louis pawn shops and jewelers surely dealt in 
coins and they undoubtly preceded formal coin dealershios in the area. 


Bruce Smith’s collection of numisatic books includes an early 
standard guide designed to be purchased by a distributor who then place 
his name and address on it. In St. Louis, the New Pub Coin Book was 
circulated by the Crescent City Smelting Co. The date is unknown. 

Crecent City Smelting Co. 113 North Broadway 

St. Louis, Mo ? 


Early St. Louis dealers include the C.E. Hussman Stamp (and Coin) 
Co. which in 1939 advertised that it was over fifty years old. George 
Bock was president-treasurer in 1932. It was located at 2600a Olive 
St. (1922), 620 Olive St. (1932), and 211 N. 7th St. (1939). 


Hussman, C. E. Stamp Co. 


2600a Olive 

620 Olive St., 2nd f1. 

211 S. 7th 

not listed 


estab. 


c.1889 

1922 

1932 

1937-1939 

1943 


A. H. Eilers & Co. was ooperated by Ralph H. Eilers, a publisher. 
His and his wife, Florence N. Eilers, lived at 1627a N. Euclid (1932). 

Eilers, A. H. & Co. 1924 Pine St. 1932 

New Hussman Stamp Co. 

(Ralph H. Eilers, pres.) 1122 Pine St. 1946 


Arthur B. Kelley was a salesman at Bush-Burns Realty Co. in 1932 
when he and his wife, Margaret M., lived at 4569 Lewis Place. 

Arthur B. and Leona Kelley operated an antique shop at 4312 Olive 
St. and lived at 4854a Penrose Ave. in 1946. 

Kelley’s Antiques 612 Pine 1943 

4312 Olive St. 1946 

4314 Olive 1 963-1965 

Art Kelly issued two encased cent storecards in the early 1960’s. 














Morton Coin Co. was in business by 1946 at 912 Pine St. The 
owner, Leonard M. Morton resided in University City in 1946. In 1932, 
he and Charles M. Morton were partners in Morton Electric Co. with 
locations at 1117 Olive and 418 N. 7th. 

Morton Stamp & Coin Co. 912 Pine St. 1943-1946 

910 Pine St. 1963-1965 


Walter H. Rauert was listed in the 1939 Yellow Pages at a coin 
dealer with a shop at 318 N. 8th. 

Rauert, Walter H. 318 N. 8th St. 1937-1939 


St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. was owned by Burdette G. Johnson at 
406 Olive, room 506 in 1946. (location in 1932?) B.G. Johnson 
lived at 6402 Enright Ave. (1932) and in Clayton (1946). 

Bruce Smith owns several catalogs circulated by the St. Louis Stamp 
and Coin Co. The fixed price lists #29 & #20 have hand written dates 
on them and may or may not be correct. 


St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 


St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 
(B. G. Johnson, prop. 

(B. G. Johnson, prop. 


St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 
St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 
St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 


St. Louis Coin & Stamp Co. 
St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 


115 

N. 

Eleventh 

St. 

1906 

115 

N . 

Eleventh 

St. 

1912-1913 

1 1 5 

N. 

Eleventh 

St. 

1924 (FPL 29) 

408 

Olive St. 


1925 (FPL 30) 





established 1897. 

1 15 

N. 

11th St. 


1922 

408 

Olive St. 


1937-1943 

406 

Olive St. 


1946 


206 N. 9th 
806 Pine St. 


818 Olive St.(Paul Brown B1dg.)1979-1997 
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733 A. A. Hawkes,- 549 Main St., Wakefield, Mass. 

751 Rev. Guy Wesley Hawley, Samaria, Mich. 

73 Albert Hawver, Box 38, Cambridge, N. Y. 

9 Charles E. Hazlett, Portsmouth, N. H. 

1 George F. Heath, M. D., Monroe, Mich. 

30 A. G. Heaton, 1618 17th St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 

5 J. A. Heckelman, Cullom, Ill. 

285 Thomas Hedley, 38 Main St. W., Hamilton, Ont. 

280 W. L. Hemstreet, 53 Princeton St., Cleveland, Ohio. 

533 J. M. Henderson, M. D., 31 V 2 . North High St., Columbus, Ohio. 

606 R. H. Henry, 45 S. Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 

692 Adolph Hess Nachfolger, Mainzer Landstrasse 49, Frankfort-a.-Main, 
Germany. 

742 W. H. Hetzel, 308 East Water St., Syracuse, N. Y. 

572 Edward W. Heusinger, 113 City St., San Antonio, Texas. 

539 William E. Hidden, 25 Orleans St., Newark, N. J. 

418 Frank C. Higgins, 18 Rue Vivienne, Paris, France. 

518 J. Coolidge Hills, 19 Atwood St., Hartford, Conn. 

632 Henry C. Hines, 20 South St., Newark, N. J. 

659 Herman Hoesly, New Glarus, Wis. 

283 George Holmes, Box 479, Owen Sound, Ont. 

188 Joseph B. Holmes, 501 E. Grove St., Bloomington, Ill. 

472 James F. Hood, Box 102, Marion, Ind. 

11 Joseph Hooper, 31 Emerson St., Rochester, N. Y. 

26 Daniel F. Howorth, 24 Villers St., Ashton-under Lyne, Eng. 

703 Charles O. Hubbell, Plymouth, Mich. 

468 W. A. Hunt, 47 Ontario St., Brantford, Ont. 

301 A. C. Hunter, West Branch, Iowa. 

387 W. A. Hutchison, 607 Market St., McKeesport, Pa. 

535 David H. Hyman, 313 E. 57th St., New York, N. Y. 

239 Robert K. Idler, 241 S. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

688 Louis Jackson, 513 W. 3d St., Muscatine, Iowa. 

717 Malcolm N. Jackson, 1489 Beacon St., Brookline, Mass. 

463 Gustave Jaegg, 245 Bowery, New York, N. Y. 

628 Walter G. Jenness, 31 Mill St., Revere, Mass. 

3 W. G. Jerrems, Jr., 214 Clark St., Chicago, Ill. 

670 Charles E. Johannes, Lamar, Mo. 

473 Burdette G. Johnson, 1814a Oregon Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

6 John F. Jones, 5 Gokey Block, Jamestown, N. Y. 

402 John H. Kelley, Grafton, N. D. 

682 James A. Kier, 50 High-St. W-, Detroit, Mich. 

427 fS. D. Kiger, 2104 N. Alabama St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
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AHERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 


Convention. 

The 1904 convention of the American Numismatic Association was held 
in Congress Hall, World’s Fair grounds, St. Louis, Saturday, October 15th. 
The First Session was called toorder by President Wright at 10:30 A. M,, and 
the following Committee on Credentials was appointed by the Chair: Messrs* 
Heath, Zerbe and Frey. Recess was then ordered until 2 P. M. 

SECOND SESSION. 

Among those present were the following: 

Dr. B. P. Wright, 158 Jay street, Schnectady, N. Y. 

Dr. Geo. F. Heath, Monroe, Mich. 

F. E. Ellis, 115 North 11th St., St. Lonis, Mo. 

E. W. Leonard, 3950 Main street, Kansas City, Mo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W. Rice, Detroit, Mich. 

C. O. Trowbridge Farmington, Mass. 

Dr. ana Mrs, J. M. Henderson, I3i E. State St. Columbus, Ohio. 

•: J. C. Lighthouse, Rochester, N. Y. 

A. R. Frev, 673 Green Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lucy M. Doyle, 787 Exchange St., Rochester, N. Y. 

2 L. T. Broadstone, Superior, Neb. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Wylie, Troy Grove, Ill. 

W. A. Hutchinson, McKeesport; Pa. 

B G. Johnson, 1814 a. O regon Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 

Farran Zerbe, St. Louis, Mo. 

Howard Newcomb, Woodward Ave., Detroit Mich, 
t J. A. Black, Bay City, Mich. 

President Wright called to order at 2 P. M. Dr. Heath, from the Com- 
J mittee en Credentials, reported that about two hundred proxies had passed 
* through the hands of the committee, that while some of them had expressed 
preferences for certain members to fill certain offices, the great majority had 
not so expressed, but had seemingly preferred to leave the election of officers 
as well as other business to the wisdom of this convention now in session. 
All preliminary measures havingbeen complied with, a quorum present in per¬ 
son or by proxy, the Committee would deem this body competent to transact 
any business that may properly come before it, and would respectfully recom¬ 
mend the adoption of this report. 

The report of the Committee on Credentials was adopted unanimously. 

MR. ZERBE ADDRESSED THE CONVENTION IN WELCOME. 

Mr. President and Fellow Members of the American Numismatic Asseciation. 
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As a temporary resident of St. Louis, it gives me pleasure to welcome 
you. The short time visitor may call St. Louis a strange city. When I came 
here eighteen months ago, my first impression did not lead to a favorable 
comparison with other large cities, but as I learned to know the city as it is- 
and its people as they are, my impression changed to that of equal favor with 
our other important commercial centers. 

That you may know something of the city and its commercial impor¬ 
tance, I will be pleased to have you as my guest on a little sight seeing tour 
on such days as you may decide. The City of St. Louis is a strange city in 
the fact that it takes its good time to do things, but when it does them 
it does them well and regarding which no one can find no greater 
emphasis than in the grand Exposition in whose domain we are now assem¬ 
bled. 

From a collector’s poiDt of view St. Louis is a unique city. While it 
has a coin supply house that is a decided factor in supplying the collectors 
of the country and that it has had for a year a stamp supply and publishing 
company known equally well with many others of the world, it is believed 
there is not a Caucasian city on the globe with a fraction of its population 
having as small a number of coin and stamp collectors. 

As an attache of the Exposition and its,representative in things numismatic, 

I take pleasure in welcoming you. Tnat the Exposition management did not 
fittingly recognize our science, is not due to them in any manner wishing to 
ignore it, but from the fact that numismatics are not fittingly appreciated by 
the people of this country and not believed by the Exposition a factor of suf¬ 
ficient interest and importance for them to specifically provide for that which 
could have been made the greatest coin exhibition ever attempted. 

That future American Expositions may not be guided by their prede¬ 
cessors in failing to provide properly for onr pursuit and pleasure, a cam¬ 
paign of education is believed the only agency by which numismatics will be 
appreciated equally in this country as they are in many of the old world and 
regarding which, with your indulgence, I hope to address you later. 

As an ardent memberof the American Numismatic Association I welcome 
you in behalf of the resident members and trust your stay will be most enjoy¬ 
able and profitable and that our deliberations to-day will tend to strengthen 
our organization and advance its usefulness. We are about to elect a Board 
of Officers that will serve for an indefinite period and during that period, for 
aught we know, great may be the opportunity for good work and in selecting 
our officers, let us endeavor to select good workers, members, who, from the 

love of it will work for the Association and its purposes; members who will 

dignify its Association and endeavor to multiply its members and broaden 
the scope of its benefits and aehievments. 

President Wright responded briefly, in behalf of the Association, thank¬ 
ing Mr. Zerbe and through him the Exposition management, for the kind 
words of welcome. 
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a distance of seventy-five feet and trumpeted their satisfaction in a manner to 
please the onlookers, and bid fair to rival the attractions of the show inside; 
so much so the authorities had to forbid the side attraction. 


It has been several years since the Association has had an exchange 
Superintendent. Time was when this branch did a very important and satis¬ 
factory work for us, in fact at our organization this seemed in prospect to be 
one of the most important features of the Association. The great amount of 
work necessary to its successful management has prevented such of our mem¬ 
bers as seemed pre-eminently well fitted for the work to take it up. Mr. Rice 
has kindly consented to fill the breach and we predict that the office will soon 
reach its former usefulness under his management. 


Coins on Exhibition. 


Several intereresting coin exhibits were made. A superb specimen of 
Kellogg & Co. $50 gold, round, and what is said to be !the finest 1799 cent 
known, were among the interesting things shown by George W. Rice of De¬ 
troit. A number of finely preserved specimens of Ancient Greek and Roman 
gold and silver belonging to Dr. Jacob Hirsch of Munich, Bavaria, a set of 
Bryan dollars, the property of B. Max Mehl, Fort Worth, Texas. California 
gold including six slugs, a rare medaletof Jamestown, Va., bearing date of 
1674 and a complete set of the current coins of Persia and gold medals granted 
to high personages by the Shah were exhibited by Farran Zerbe. 

Mr. Frey exhibited a collection of twenty silver obsidional pieces in¬ 
cluding complete sets for the siege of Groningen in 1672; the rare 16 ore 
Klippe of Erik XIV., of Sweden in 1562; and the large lozenge shaped siege 
coins of Leyden, Salzburg and West Frisia. 

Alcollection of the thick “dump”money of Ceylon (1800-1820) shown by 
the same gentleman was also very interesting. There were no less than six¬ 
teen copper coins and ten silver ones. Among the latter were the large 96 
stiver pieces, which, so far as we know, are the only ones in this country. 

President Wright had on view his fine collection of Hard Times Tokens, 
some unusual specimens in metal cards and Chapter Pennies, of which he has 
probably the most complete collections in the yvorld. 

Our readers will not expect in this issue any farther remarks on the 
great Exposition. This visit was purely a numismatic one. In our June is¬ 
sue we had an extended article on the subject to which we would refer our 
readers. We did, however, make visits down town to the rooms of the St. 
Louis Stamp & Coin Co. where wepassed afew hours in looking over theextensive 
stock of coins of this company. Mr. F. E. Ellis and his partner, Mr. B. G. 
Johnson, are particularly well located at 115 North 11th St. and are doing a 
fine business. 
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SATURDAY, OCT. 15,1904 

is the date fixed for the American Numismatic Association 
Convention at St. Louis. We have been in the coin 
business in this city for over six years, and will be 
pleased to render any assistance in our power to any 
Numismatist who contemplates visiting the great 
World’s Fair. You are invited to call at our store 
when in St. Louis. You will not be importuned to 
purchase. 

We offer for sale this month some desirable coin books, etc., 
as follows: 

Hazlitt W. C.—“Coinage ef the European Continent, ” 
London 1893- 572 pages—illustrations —8 Vo., Cloth new, 

post free. $ 3.50 

Tuffnell, li. H. C.—C fins of Southern India. 

iSew York 1890—52 pages, 05 illustrations 4 to-paper-new 

post free... 50 C 

Doughty Frank W. The cents of the United States. 

New \ork 1890, 115 pages, 99. illustrations, 8 Vo., paper- 

new-post free... 50c 

British South African War Medal, silver, one bar with 

ribbon, very fine.$ 1.35 

1870, S Mint, L. S. Gold Dollar in stock. Prices on ap¬ 
plication. 

ST. LOUIS STAMP AND COIN CO. 

115 N. Ilth St. St Louis, Mo. 
















/ 
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Several ,; ar:ists” made attempts to photograph the officers, and the 
members of the Convention. Of their success or failure we do not know of but 
one, that of some of the officers, that we have received through the kindness 
of Mr. Zerbe. This we have reduced and show our readers. Reading from 
the readers left the names are as follows: Dr. Heath, A. R. Frey: Dr. Wright, 
Geo. W. Rice, and Mr- Zerbe. We hope to be able to give a photo of the 
members and officers later. The photograph from which this half-tone is 
taken is 7}x9}, on a mat 11x14. Copies of the photograph can be obtained by 
addressing Mrs. J. T. Beals, Photographer, Administration Building, L. P. 
E., St. Louis, Mo. The price is seventy-five cents. 
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a distance of seventy-five feet and trumpeted their satisfaction in a manner to 
please the onlookers, and bid fair to rival the attractions of the show inside; 
so much so the authorities had to forbid the side attraction. 



It has been several years since the Association has had an exchange 
Superintendent. Time was when this branch did a very important and satis¬ 
factory work for us, in fact at our organization this seemed in prospect to be 
one of the most important features of the Association. The great amount of 
work necessary to its successful management has prevented such of our mem¬ 
bers as seemed pre-eminently well fitted for the work to take it up. Mr. Rice 
has kindly consented to fill the breach q,nd we predict that the office will soon 
reach its former usefulness under his management. 

Coins on Exhibition. 




Several intereresting coin exhibits were made. A superb specimen of 
Kellogg & Co. $50 gold, round, and what is said to be Ithe finest 1799 cent 
known, were among the interesting things shown by George W. Rice of De¬ 
troit. A number of finely preserved specimens of Ancient Greek and Roman 
gold and silver belonging to Dr. Jacob Hirsch of Munich, Bavaria, a set of 
Bryan dollars, the property of B. Max Mehl, Fort Worth, Texas. California 
gold including six slugs, a rare medaletof Jamestown, Va., bearing date of 
1674 and a complete set of the current coins of Persia and gold medalsgranted 
to high personages by the Shah were exhibited by Farran Zerbe. 

Mr. Frey exhibited a collection of twenty silver obsidional pieces in¬ 
cluding complete sets for the siege of Groningen in 1672; the rare 16 ore 
Klippe of Erik XIV., of Sweden in 1562; and the large lozenge shaped siege 
coins of Leyden, Salzburg and West Frisia. 

Alcollection of the thick “dump”money of Ceylon (1800-1820) shown by 
the same gentleman was also very interesting. There were no less than six¬ 
teen copper coins and ten silver ones. Among the latter were the large 96 
stiver pieces, which, so far as we know, are the only ones in this country. 

President Wright had on view his fine collection of Hard Times Tokens, 
some unusual specimens in metal cards and Chapter Pennies, of which he has 
probably the most complete collections in the yrorld. 

Our readers will not expect in this issue any farther remarks on the 
great Exposition. This visit was purely a numismatic one. In our June is¬ 
sue we had an extended article on the subject to which we would refer our 
readers. We did, however, make visits down town to the rooms of the St. 
Louis Stamp & Coin Co. where we passed afew hours in looking over theextensive 
stock of coins of this company. Mr. F. E. Ellis and his partner, Mr. B. G. 
Johnson, are particularly well located at 115 North 11th St. and are doing a 
fine business. 
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The Year 1904 


only metallic evidence that existed, indicating the en¬ 
tertainment by the government of issuing a coin of 
so a large a denomination. In recent years the one in 
authority to so act, decided that $50 was too much 
to be tied up in a specimen of this kind and elected 
that a base metal copy would answer the purpose. He 
had the $50 gold piece melted, and from the amount 
received therefrom, he endeavored to improve the col¬ 
lection, but how did he do it? He purchased a num¬ 
ber of ordinary Spanish and Mexican silver 
pieces .... Evidences of the $50 pattern were re¬ 
stored by producing a bronze copy, but this copy is 
not unique, several pieces being struck. The original 
piece in gold was as much a part of the record of the 
Treasury as any document, and such should have 
been preserved . " 

What Zerbe didn't know is that at least two impres¬ 
sions had been struck in gold, not only one, and that 
both pieces were preserved, filtering out of the Mint 
into private hands, where they surfaced a few years 
later, to much fanfare. 

Zerbe went on to state that the profit from Proof 
coins and medals during the past 10 years had aver¬ 
aged $2,000 per year, except 1903 when the profits 
were $7,556.18. This profit was obtained directly from 
numismatists and stood in stark contrast to the an¬ 
nual budget of $300 to augment the Mint Cabinet. 
"That the collectors of the country contribute so much 
directly to that from which they receive so little, I sug¬ 
gest that our Association through its Board of 
Trustees, take such actions as may be necessary for 
inaugurating Congressional legislation through which 
will be applied for the improvement and proficient 
care of the National Collection at least the profits der¬ 
ived from the sale of Proof coins and medals." 

Further: "When a souvenir coin is proposed and 
about to be adopted, let us be volunteers by offering 
suggestions, in the hope that mistakes in the past will 
not be repeated for the future. When a change is about 
to be made in currency, let us, when we believe there 
is reason for improvement, be it in the standard, me¬ 
tal, denomination, design or anything which we feel 
a direct interest, let us volunteer such suggestions as 
we believe timely and worthy of consideration. Un¬ 
der the auspices of the Association those who may 
be selected so to do, can from time to time, when pub¬ 
lic topics suggest, contribute to the public press in a 
way, stamping authority on the organization from 
which it emanates . " 

These and other remarks were taken to heart, and 
Zerbe's recommendations were endorsed by the con¬ 
vention, and the Board of Trustees was instructed to 
take appropriate action. 

Editor Heath added his commentary: "Everything 
at the convention passed off harmoniously and 
pleasantly as always does on these occasions. If any 


clouds or shadows had been gathering in one's im¬ 
agination otherwise, they were not in evidence and 
had all been swept away. As usual we met some 
whom we have met before, some whom we have 
known but now met for the first time face to face, 
some whom we had hoped to meet were absent, and 
some of whom we had not expected were present. 
This is always so. The attendance was not as large as 
we had the right to expect, but compared favorably 
with past gatherings of the kind. There were two 
things that militated against a large attendance—the 
going into a territory sparsely represented by a mem¬ 
bership, and the attractions of a great exposition. The 
latter, while a drawing card, diverted attention from 
the prime object of the convention, and after the ses¬ 
sions, the members scattered and rarely met one 
another afterwards during their stay in the city. This 
is also the case at our conventions in Chicago in 1893 
and Buffalo in 1901. 

"In retrospect our mind goes back to the first con¬ 
vention in 1891 when we met in the Commercial 
House in Chicago for the purpose of organization. At 
that time the Association had about 40 members. Of 
those who were present at the meeting and still re¬ 
main with us, besides the editor, we can recall W.G. 
Jerrems, Jr., David Harlowe, John A. Heckelman, and, 
we believe, C.W. Stutesman. Of the 40 members at 
that time death and desertions have left us less than 
a dozen remaining." 

He related that a number of members had brought 
coins to show, including an 1855 Kellogg $50 piece, 
what was said to be the finest 1799 cent in existence, 
a number of finely preserved ancient Greek and Ro¬ 
man gold and silver coins, a set of Bryan dollars (the 
property of B. Max Mehl), a complete set of the cur¬ 
rent coins of Persia, money of Ceylon, Hard Times 
tokens, and Masonic chapter pennies. 

Heath reported that he went downtown to visit the 
St. Louis Stamp & Coin Company, "where we passed 
a few hours in looking over the extensive stock of 
coins of this company. Mr. F.E. Ellis and his partner, 
Mr. B.G. Johnson are particularly well located at 115 
North 11th Street, and are doing a fine business." 

A page was devoted to the prices realized at the 
H.G. Brown sale held by Lyman H. Low on October 
11th. An 1836 pattern gold dollar fetched $18, an 1863 
gold dollar brought $17, an 1879 $4 piece fetched $43, 
an 1831 Proof half cent realized $42, an Uncirculated 
1856 Flying Eagle cent brought $15, and a Fine grade 
1796 half dollar fetched $77. The much discussed 1804 
silver dollar, purchased by Brown shortly before, for 
which the sum of $2,000 was paid, crossed the auc¬ 
tion block at what must have been a disappointing 
$ 1 , 100 . 

Among other dollars, a Gobrecht Proof of 1838 
brought $150, an Extremely Fine 1839 fetched $50, 
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Burdette G. Johnson 


Burdette G. Johnson was born on January 2, 1885 in De Soto, 
Missouri. He had read Lardner's History of the World by the age of 
10 and was fascinated by the lives of kings, emperors, dukes, 
barons, counts, etc. His family moved to St. Louis when he was 12. 
The St. Louis Stamp & Coin Company was opened in 1898 by Frank E. 
Ellis at 1003 Pine St. St. Louis and by 1903 had moved to 115 N. 
11th St. 

Johnson went to work at St. Louis Stamp & Coin about 1904. 
Johnson and his cousin, David A. Sutherland of Indianapolis, 
purchased the business from Ellis on August 19, 1907 and became 
partners, with Johnson managing the business and Sutherland 
supplying some capital. On September 21, 1908 Johnson bought out 
Sutherland's share. The firm had begun advertising in The 
Numismatist in 1902 and continued to do so until 1910. It often 
conducted auctions and put out fixed price lists. The most 
important auction sale it held was the Geo. W. Rice Sale of April 
13-14, 1906 in which F. E. Ellis is listed as proprietor and B. G. 
Johnson as manager. An apology was offered for the quality of the 
four half tone plates of coins in that sale catalog. Johnson soon 
started to go to Europe each year to buy coins. The business moved 
to the 5th floor at 408 Olive St. about 1924. Johnson's knowledge 
of coins of all areas and all periods was phenomenal. He virtually 
became a wholesaler of coins, selling primarily to dealers. He was 
selected with Henry Chapman to appraise the Virgil Brand collection 
and was commissioned to sell the Armin Brand portion of it. He 
bought most of the E.H.R. Green collection with Eric P. Newman who 
had become his friend and whom Johnson encouraged to study 
numismatics and to use Johnson's library. Johnson used to visit 
B. Max Mehl each year to buy coins which Mehl's advertising brought 
in. Johnson's opinions as to rarity, genuineness, and provenance 
were often sought after. After a long career he died on February 
2, 1947 and the June 1947 Numismatist carries his obituary. 
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ST. LOUIS STAMP & COIN GO., 115 N. 11th St., ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Please execute bids below at your sale. No. 16 of April 13 and 
-74, 1906, in Chicago, III. I will remit promptly for all lots secured 
by you (for me), acting as my agent. 

Yours truly, 

GIVE YOUR FULL ADDRESS HERE 


EACH LOT SOLD AS ONE PIECE NO MATTER HOW MANY COINS IT CONTAINS. 


THIS SALE HELD IN CHICAGO, ILL. NOTE FOURTH PAGE OF COVER. 



















































































MISSISSIPPI VALLEY TRUST? COMPANY 


ST. I.OUIS, 2, MO. 

March 7, 1947 


COPY 

Hon. M. E. Morris, 
Director of Eevenue, 
Jefferson City, Missouri. 


Hei - B. G. Johnson, deceased. 


Dear Mr. Morris: 

On February 26, 1947 Mississippi Valley Trust Company 
sent notice to you and to the Attorney General of intention 
to deliver and transfer securities, deposits and other prop¬ 
erty in our possession and standing in the name of B. G. 
Johnson (who died about February 24, 1947) to Brie P. Newman 
and George I. Gassier, Executors of his estate under appoint¬ 
ment of the St. Louis County Probate Court. 

In response to our notice we received from you under 
date of March 1, 1947 your waiver and consent to deliver 
assets on condition that a list of the property be furnished 
to you. This consent is on your for® 26-0-1." 

The decedent, B. G. Johnson, was a coin collector and 
dealer in old and rare coins and by reason of the nature of 
his business we are confronted with a practical difficulty, 
making it nearly impossible for us to correctly itemise the 
contents of three large safes which the decedent had rented 
in our Safe Deposit Department. 

These safes contain some stocks and other securities 
which can be easily listed, but they also contain many 
thousands of coins of all types and sixes. Some may have 
considerable value, and as to others the value may be trifling. 
We are not able to identify the® for the purpose of making a 
list thereof and the only way ia which the Executors can make 
an inventory for the Probate Court will be to obtain the 
services of an expert numismatist, and this is expected to 
consume months of time. The three large safes are packed 
with boxes containing loose coins and the Executors anticipate 
that months of labor will be necessary in order to finally 
make a complete inventory thereof. In addition to the final 
audit and appraisal of the coins and other rare items of cur¬ 
rency, it will also be necessary for the Executors to determine 
which of these items are actually osaaed by the decedent. In 
his business he received large shl meats of colas from dealers 
all over the world on consignment, title to which remain in the 
consignor. The law firm of Sheple* Kroeger, Fisse & lagamells 
represents the largest of such consignors and has arranged with 
the Executors to have a representative of that law firm present 
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Maynard Sundman 

Comment On This Article 

By CoinLink on Sunday, September 23, 2007 

Filed Under: Biographies . Dealers 


Bom on October 17, 1915, Maynard Sundman, founder of Littleton Coin 
Company, grew up in Bristol, Connecticut, where a childhood friend 
introduced him to stamp collecting at age 12. After graduating from high 
school in 1935, Sundman turned the hobby that had become his passion 
into a mail-order stamp concern, operating from his parents’ home. 

By 1939, the Maynard Sundman Stamp Company had captured the 
attention of Bostonian H.E. Harris, founder of what was then the world’s 
largest stamp company. The encounter began a lifelong business 
relationship and personal friendship. Harris taught Sundman key lessons 
about the mail-order business, which contributed greatly to the latter’s 
long-term success. 

In October 1945, Sundman and his wife, Fannie, moved to Littleton, New 
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Hampshire, and established the Littleton Stamp Company. Soon their 
two-room operation in the Opera Block on Littleton’s main street included four employees. 

In early 1947, the Sundmans began to offer world bank notes, their first foray into numismatic sales. Within three years, the 
company had 40 employees. By 1954, its numismatic business increased enough to warrant changing the name of the firm to 
Littleton Stamp & Coin Company, (more...) 

Wayte Raymond 

Comment On This Article 

By CoinLink on Saturday, September 15, 2007 

Filed Under: Biographies, Dealers 

Wayte Raymond was a dealer and publisher who was bom in South Norwalk, Connecticut on November 9, 1886. He and his 
wife Olga were married in 1917. The couple remained childless. Raymond was employed as a bank teller from 1901 to 
1912, working for the City National Bank of South Norwalk. He was a member of the Sons of the Revolution and also a 
mason. Raymond joined the ANA at age 16 and later joined with Elmer Sears to form the United States Coin Company, 
conducting 43 auctions sales from 1912 to 1918. 

He later joined with James G. Macallister as numismatic catalogers for J.C. Morgenthau and Company, holding over 50 
sales. From 1908 to 1950 he held 69 auctions sales under his own name and served the Scott Stamp and Coin Company 
from 1934 to 1946, handling important clients such as Col. Green. From 1946 until his death on September 23, 1956, he 
operated New Netherlands Coin Company. Raymond produced his own line of coin albums and also wrote or compiled 
several monographs, books, and other references. He published Coin and Medal Bulletin from 1924 to 1933, Coin 
Collector’s Journal from 1934 to 1954, and Coin Topics from 1936 to 1940. 

Dayid U. Proskey 

Comment On This Article 

By CoinLink on Saturday, September 15, 2007 

Filed Under: Dealers 

David U. Proskey was a dealer who was bom in Wappingers Falls, New York on December 12, 1853. He was married to 
Madgie Van Houton in 1884 and the couple and three sons and a daughter. He began his career as a coin dealer in 1873, 
conducting five auction sales from 1876 to 1887. He cataloged coins for J.W. Scott and Company from 1877 to 1886, and 
later joined with Harlan P. Smith to form New York Coin and Stamp Company. Smith was the financier and Proskey the 
cataloger. The firm continued in business after Smith died. Proskey himself died on August 16, 1928 and his son, David V. 
Proskey continued the business. 

Walter Perschke 


Comment On This Article 

By CoinLink on Saturday, September 15, 2007 

Filed Under: Dealers 

Walter Perschke was president ofNumisco Rare Coins in Chicago. The firm handled five auctions sales from 1980 to 1982. 
Earlier, Perschke paid $430,000 for his Brasher Doubloon in 1979. 

Burdette G. Johnson 


Comment On This Article 

By CoinLink on Saturday, September 15, 2007 

Filed Under: Dealers 

Burdette G. Johnson was bom in DeSoto, Missouri on January 2, 1885, and died in St. Louis on February 24, 1947. He was 
self educated and read a book a day after he learned to read. Johnson was never married. He and his partner, David A. 
Sutherland, operated St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company, which they bought from F.E. Ellis on July 7, 1907. Just over a 
year later, Johnson bought out his partner. Johnson conducted 36 auction sales from 1902 to 1915. He was a mentor of Eric 
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Newman, and these two purchased all five 1913 Liberty Nickels from the Colonel Green estate in 1942. Johnson received 
numerous large consignments from Armin Brand, representing coins from the Virgil Brand estate. He died on a street car in 
St. Louis on his way to work. 

Edward Cogan 

Comment On This Article 

By CoinLink on Saturday, September 15, 2007 

Filed Under: Dealers 

Edward Cogan was bom in England on January 5, 1803 and died on April 7, 1884. Cogan came to the United States in 1853, 
and he and his wife Louise had eight children. Cogan conducted 69 auction sales, with the first held in Philadelphia in 1855. 
Cogan was an important figure in the earliest numismatic activities in this country. 

Samuel Hudson Chapman 

Comment On This Article 

By CoinLink on Saturday, September 15, 2007 

Filed Under: Dealers 

Samuel Hudson Chapman was bom on July 15, 1857 and died on September 22, 1931. He and his wife Bertha had three 
sons. Samuel Hudson Chapman conducting 28 auction sales from 1907 until 1924. He retired from the business in 1929 and 
the remainder of his collection and inventory was sold by Thomas Elder in 1932. 
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KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that I, David A. Sutherland, 
of Columbus, Bartholomew County, State of Indiana, in consideration of 
the sum of^^_^X<aA 4 U!^ receipt of which j| 

is hereby acknowledged, to me paid by Burdette G. Johnson, of the Cityfc. 
of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have this day bargained and sold and f 
do by these presents convey, assign, transfer and setover unto said 
Burdette G. Johnson all my rigit, title and interest in and to the 
goods, chattels and good will of the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company, 
said goods and chattels being contained in the building known as 115 j. 
North Eleventh Street in the City of St. Louis and State of Missouri p 
and more particularly described as follows, to-wit:— 

All the trade, store and office fixtures, all the stock in 
trade consisting of stamps of all kinds, fractional currency, books. 
United States and foreign money, curios and medallions of every kind. 

_ .1 ^ i-i aw oo -in inn f)Y \^ ft 11 oth pt T)rnr)ertv and rip* 



less ana sue soie 
and Com Company. 


2 fimma 
-^>€iA^Jcy 


Stamp 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all and singular the said goods and 
chattels and other property, with the appurtenances, bargained and 
sold or intended so to he, unto the said Burdette G. Johnson and unto 
his assigns forever. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the said David A. Sutherland has hereunto 
set his hand this y o ±T September, 1908. 



STATE OF INDIANA, 

W-) ss • 

County of Bartholomew. 

Before me this day personally appeared David A. Sutherland 
to me known to be the person described in and who executed the fore¬ 
going instrument and acknowledged that he executed the same as his 
tree act and deed for the purposes therein mentioned. ' 

Witness my hand and seal in the County and State last afore¬ 
said, this /- d ay o f QL^r _, 1908. My commission ex¬ 
pires_ ry . - 


-h 


h 


otary Public . 

























B. O. JOHNSON, PROPRIETOR 




408 OLI1TE 3TBEET 


COINS, STAMPS, 

PAPER MONEY, 
AUTOGRAPH8 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


INDIAN RELICS, 

OLD FIREARMS, 

CURIOS, ETC. 


11/2/31. 


iar. Walter P. Nichols, 

212 «. Sinerson at., 

Aelrose, fcass. 

wear dir 

le duly received your telegram and also your letter of Oct. 30th. id. 

Johnson has been kept very busy with a Suropean dealer who was visiting 
him, and we were unable to do anything about this rwnama-Pacifie set until 
today, se appreciate your giving a bank reference, as the amount of trouble 
we have been having lately under present condition of things in general, is al¬ 
most unbeliesjkable, even with some customers who have been doing business 
with us for twenty years or more, in order to avoid any de&y of writing the 
wank which you gave as reference, we are sending the set on to the bank di¬ 
rect, and they will deliver it to you on payment of the *390*00 after you in¬ 
spect it. it le a beautiful set in the original case. In the future we can 
of course, send goods on to you direet. Me hope this will be satisfactory. 

At this moment we are not buying a great deal in the coin line, as we have 
largest stock we ever had, and business is very dull indeed. As soon as 
it picksup, we shall be pleased to make an arrangement with you about your 
duplicates, ne have a 1799 cent in stock, which is very good for date, but 
of oourse far from a remarkable specimen, at our price of $25.00. it shows 
the two nines very well. 


very truly yours, 


at. Louis stamp & Coin wo. 











E.H.R. GREEN 
SOUTH DARTMOUTH 
MASSACHUSETTS 

October 5, 1931 

Mr. Walter P. Nichols, 

212 W. Emerson St., 

Melrose, Mass. 

My dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of yours of October 3rd and wish 
to say that my collection of United States coins is very 
nearly complete and for the oast two years I have only 
been collecting charter numbers of the National Bank bills 
large and small. 

I would only be interested in coins of very great 
rarity such as one-half Eagles of 1822, P Mint and 1870 
three dollar pieces, S Mint and I am in no way interested 
in duplicates as I have sold my duplicates at various times 
in order to be relieved of the weight of them. 

Very truly yours, 



Colonel Edward H.R. Green, son of eccentric Wall Street millionairess Hetty Green, was a hoarder .T* 

cumulated at one time one of the greatest quantities of United States coins and currency items ever gathered together. Although 
this 1931 letter mentioned that he had sold unneeded pieces, a decade later when his estate was dispersed there were counties' 
duplicates, including notable specimens of prime rarities. Green engaged in many hobbies and at one time operated 


for his private enjoyment. 
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irpose of organization, 
s. Of those who were 
s the editor, we recall 
m and we believe, C. 
th and desertions have 


jur newer members, but 
gy, ability and hustle, 
e after, is the up-build- 
this end private aims 
of the body. We feel 
>od will not be found 
official. 



to Mr. Farran Zerbe in 
angements were all that 
mfort of the individual 
lan of the day. 


old coins to sell were 
;er very tenderly to Dr. 
isisting of old copper 
t a hundred years old, \ 
med the anxious ones 
ed with; that age would 
ties here present would 
n advantage of by those 
owners always retired 
appreciation if possible 


t is for elephants, not 
well. He was easily 
le manager at the Siam 
ial delight, and when 
le Hagenbeck Show he 
le most pleased, the lit- 
3 stuffed with peanuts 
out of a dense crowd at 



a distance of seventy-five feet and trumpeted their satisfaction in a manner to 
please the onlookers, and bid fair to rival the attractions of the show inside; 
so much so the authorities had to forbid the side attraction. 

It has been several years since the Association has had an exchange 
Superintendent. Time was when this branch did a very important and satis¬ 
factory work for us, in fact at our organization this seemed in prospect to be 
one of the most important features of the Association. The great amount of 
work necessary to its successful management has prevented such of our mem¬ 
bers as seemed pre-eminently well fitted for the work to take it up. Mr. Rice 
has kindly consented to fill the breach q,nd we predict that the office will soon 
reach its former usefulness under his management. 

Coins on Exhibition. 

Several intereresting coin exhibits were made. A superb specimen' of 
Kellogg & Co. $50 gold, round, and what is said to be ithe finest 1799 cent 
known, were among the interesting things shown by George W. Rice of De¬ 
troit. A number of finely preserved specimens of Ancient Greek and Roman 
gold and silver belonging to Dr. Jacob Hirsch of Munich, Bavaria, a set of 
Bryan dollars, the property of B. Max Mehl, Fort Worth, Texas. California 
gold including six slugs, a rare medalet of Jamestown, Va., bearing date of 
1674 and a complete set of the current coins of Persia and gold medalsgranted 
to high personages by the Shah were exhibited by Farran Zerbe. 

Mr. Frey exhibited a collection of twenty silver obsidional pieces in¬ 
cluding complete sets for the siege of Groningen in 1672; the rare 16 ore 
Klippe of Erik XIV., of Sweden in 1562; and the large lozenge shaped siege 
coins of Leyden, Salzburg and West Frisia. 

Aicollection of the thick “dump”money of Ceylon (1800-1820) shown by 
the same gentleman was also very interesting. There were no less than six¬ 
teen copper coins and ten silver ones. Among the latter were the large 96 
stiver pieces, which, so far as we know, are the only ones in this country. 

President Wright had on view his fine collection of Hard Times Tokens, 
some unusual specimens in metal cards and Chapter Pennies, of which he has 
probably the most complete collections in the yvorld. 

Our readers will not expect in this issue any farther remarks on the 
great Exposition. This visit was purely a numismatic one. In our June is¬ 
sue we had an extended article on the subject to which we would refer our 
readers. We did, however, make visits down town to the rooms of the St. 
Louis Stamp & Coin Co. where we passed afew hours in looking over theextensive 
stock of coins of this company. Mr. F. E. Ellis and his partner, Mr. B. G. 
Johnson, are particularly well located at 115 North 11th St. and are doing a 
fine business. 
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Auction Gallery of the Palm Beaches Inc. 

Major Winter Estates Auction 

January 16, 6pm EST 
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Lot 927 

Three 1902 Dated St. Louis Stamp + 
Coin Co. Items 


Click to View Bid Increments & Cojn Relate d 
Buyers' Premium _ 


Three 1902 Dated St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. Items 


Estimate $125 - $175 
Starting Bid $70 


Similar items 

Similar items by this seller 

ask auctioneer a question 
URL |http://www.liveauctione< 

Link |<a href="http://www.live 


Auction details 


8:00 AM PT - Aug 30th, 2009 
offered by 

Early American History Auctions 


Jamuary 10, 1902. Lot of 3 Items from the St. Louis Stamp 
& Coin Company. Very Fine. 

This original Group of 3 items from the St. Louis Stamp & Coin 
Co., dated 1902. Includes: 

1. 1 page Typed Letter, approx. 8-1/2" x 11", dated at St. Louis, 
Mo., Jan. 10, 1902, with printed letterhead: "ST. LOUIS STAMP & 
COIN CO., F.E. ELLIS, MANAGER...", with an illustration of a 20c 
St. Louis Postmaster Provisional stamp, and with boxed ad at top 
left, headed: "WE WANT TO BUY". The letter is to coin collector, 

Mr. A.F. Wooster at Norfolk, Ct., asking him if he is interested in 
any of the coins they sent rubbings of. Signed by F.E. Ellis. 

2. Illustrated price list of coins - approx. 8-1/8" x 11", offering 13 
coins and Confederate paper money (including 1864 dated $50 
State of Georgia bill for 7$ or 10 for 50$). There are wonderful and 
exciting illustrations of various Ancient, U.S. & Foreign coins in 
decoration all around the borders. 

3. The original transmittal cover, with printed advertising at left, 
and illustration of the 20c St. Louis "Bear" provisional stamp, with 
Jan. 10, 1902 dated St. Louis postmark tying two singles of #279 
1$ green (part of a stamp is torn off). 

There is a small edge tears at the bottom of the illustrated coin 
price list, away from printing. A nice historic, numismatic lot with 
outstanding illustrations! 


P.O. Box 3507 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 

Early American will accept payment by check or credit card. 
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Subj: St. Louis Stamp and Coin Part 2 

Date: 1/12/2012 5:22:33 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: thomas serfass@vahoo.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric: Here is the next note on the research I have done in Gould's City Directories. 

Here is the text of the note. I can rewrite things as needed. Tom Serfass 
Stamp Louis Stamp and Coin Research Memo 2 
William A. Johnson and Frank E. Ellis 

Despite the wonderful information from Eric P. Newman that William A. Johnson was in St 
Louis and lived at 2109 C South Spring St. in 1895,1 could not verify any of that information 
through Gould’s City Directories. 

William A. Johnson proved to be very elusive. Perhaps he moved to the County for a time 
Despite many listings for William Johnson and several for William A. Johnson, none of them 
seemed to be above laborer type jobs which I assumed did not describe B. G. Johnson’s father. I 
checked the addresses of all William Johnsons for the South Spring St. Address, having no luck 
I did that for all the years up to and including 1898. 

The only likely candidate in 1898,1 found was a William A. Johnson, Cashier, for Millard F 
Helery with a residence at 3685 Laclede av. 

The other candidate was in 1899, a William A. Johnson, Insurance (insur) at 2755A Lafayette Av 
I checked both Burdette and William A. from 1901 when Johnson would have been 16 as the 
youngest time he was likely to get full time work. 

In 1905,1 found confirmation, as both Burdette G. and William A. Johnson both are listed at 
1814A Oregon. William A. Johnson was listed as “insur” and so I assumed the 1899 listing was 
correct. Whether he worked as cashier before that is still uncertain. 

Burdette and William A. Johnson live together on and off but William A. does not consistently 
appear in the directories. In 1905, Burdette is living with him at 1814A Oregon, in 1906b 
William disappears, then in 1907 William and Burdette have moved to 2844 Lafayette Av, where 
they stay for several years. William A. changes his job to “agent” but unspecified for whom and 
he continues to live with Burdette G. through 1910. 

I can try to check county directories for the missing years after 1899 or between 1895-1899, but 
many fewer exist than their city counterparts. Let me know if this is wanted. 

As far as Frank E. Ellis goes, he is first listed in Gould’s City Directory in 1897 as a clerk living 
at 2726 Stoddard , he disappears for 1898, and reappears in 1899 as manager of St. Louis Stamp 
and Coin Co. 312 N. 4 th St.. His residence is at 1416 N. 16 t}l St. 

In 1900, he changes residences to 1125 N. 16 1 * 1 St. and an interesting series of address 
inconsistencies begins. Under Ellis’s name, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. is shown at 312 N. 4 th 
St, but both the white pages and the yellow pages have St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. at 209 N. 

* St ,f by white P a § es 1 mean the normal alphabetical listing of people and businesses and by 
the yellow pages I mean the listing of businesses alphabetically by type of business according o 
headings listed in the front of the directory) For 1900, the white pages listing s on page 1578 
The yellow page listing is on page 2388. 

In 1901, the moving continues and the addresses do not stay consistent. Frank E. Ellis is still 
listed as the manager of St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. at 209 N 8 th St., but the white and yellow 
pages have the store moved to 1003 Pine St. (No mention of this is in the alterations and 
additions m either year) 


Friday. January 13. 2012 AOL: EricNumis 












Page 2 of 2 


Looking for any clues about the store’s prospects I tracked the kind of advertisement taken out in the 
directory. The white pages always has the most minimal, non bold small print with just the name and 
address until 1909 when Burdette G. Johnson is added to the white pages listing in parentheses. 

Frank E. Ellis continues to work at St. Louis Stamp and Coin for several years. In 1903, he is no longer 
listed as the manager, just that he works there. No title of any kind. From 1899 until 1903 he lives at the 
same address, 1125 N. 16 th St. In 1904, the second year he is not listed as manager he moves to 1422A 
Dolman. 

In 1903 the store moves again, with continuing address inconsistencies, under Frank Ellis’s name, the 
store is listed as 1003 Pine, under the white and yellow pages, it has moved to 115 N. 11 th St. 
Interestingly, Burdette G. Johnson is listed as clerk for the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., but the stores 
address does not appear in his name entry as it does with Ellis. 

As previously indicated, B.G. Johnson begins in 1903 as clerk, and that label in the directory does not 
change until the 1907 city directory where Burdette is now referred to as salesman. In 1907, Frank Ellis 
moves to 1372A Arlington Av 

Fun side note. In the 1905 City directory yellow pages, under Stamps, Postage ( but not under Coins), 
there is a small simply entry for Zerbe, Farren, 1 North Broadway. Zerbe disappears in 1906 directory. I 
haven’t rechecked 1904 for him yet but when I get a chance I will. 

David A. Sutherland is nowhere to be found in the city directories with the sole exception of 1908, 

The entry in the white pages reads, “Sutherland, David A. St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 115 N. 11 th St. 
Res. Columbus, Ind”. 

Also in 1908, there is a Frank Ellis listed, but not a Frank E. Ellis, there is no job associated with Mr. 
Ellis’s entry and his residence is listed as 4A Nicholson Place. There is no way to be certain it is the 
same Frank Ellis. In 1909 there is no listing whatsoever for a Frank Ellis. 

Also in 1908, the store address is added to Burdette G. Johnson’s name entry in the white pages and a 
position is eliminated. It no longer says salesman. 

1909 is also the year in which Burdette G. Johnson’s name is added to the white pages entry for St. 

Louis Stamp and Coin Co. (page 1774) and the store address continues to be a part of the personal 
listing. Also, no position with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. continues to be a part of his name entry. 

As noted earlier, the yellow pages Font grew in boldness and size in 1900 to better compete with other 
stamp dealers. This did not change until 1905 when a description was added to the yellow pages in both 
the stamps and coins headings and it read : 

“Postage Stamps and Old Money of all countries Bought and Sold” 

I stopped at 1910 as Ellis is gone, Sutherland is gone, and William A. is still living with Burdette ( or 
vice versa) as an agent. I am happy to continue if that is of interest. 

I am still considering trying to find the price lists in the newspaper. Are there any stamps in the price 
lists, or are they strictly coins? 
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Subj: st. louis stamp and coin co. 

Date: 12/29/2011 2:09:44 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

Hi Eric 

Thank you again for the time off with my family. We had a very nice visit. 

I finished up late yesterday afternoon with the research on St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 

I am not certain it will be as helpful as we would like in terms of dating the sales. I am copying 
the memo I wrote into the email for your convenience. If you have any questions, need more etc. 
let me know. Tom 

St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. research in Gould’s City directory for St. Louis City 
( City directories were checked starting with late additions in the front, Johnson, St. Louis Stamp 
and Coin as well as Sutherland (I checked them all) in each directory. I also checked for Coins 
and or Stamps as a subject area in the Business pages section) 

First mention of the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. was in the 1898 city directory. The store was 
listed at 312 N. 4 th St. The listing was only the name and address, no other name associated with 
it were discovered. In 1898, other presumably postage stamp companies appear. The Stamp 
Exchange in Room 605 Century building on Olive and the St. Louis Trading Stamp Company at 
709 Olive St. Before 1898 ( starting with 1891) there were stamp companies, but I believe they 
were ink stamp or metal stamp companies rather than postal stamp companies. Mound city stamp 
co. 1501 Washington Av ( 1891), Miller-McCormack Stamp company 9045 Olive st. (1893) Star 
Stamp company 3848 West Pine(1893). 

In 1899, St. Louis Stamp and Coin continues at 312 N. 4 th St. 

In 1900, St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 209 N. 8 1 * 1 St. The Directory listing is in a much 
larger font, equal in size to other Stamp Company ads. Hussman Stamp Company also appears. 
In 1901 St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 1003 Pine St. where they stay until 1903. 

There are David Sutherlands listed, but they are all in construction. 

*Side Note: I bumped into a scale ad for Troemner’s Star scale from the Howe Scale company in 
the coffee mill section. See photocopy attached from 1901 Gould’s city directory . 

Side note 2: Bumped into the St. Louis Bank Note Company (38 Laclede Building Olive and 
4 th ) in 1895.1 am sure you know all about it, but I noted it anyway. 

Burdette G. Johnson first appears in the city directory in 1903 as a clerk for St. Louis Stamp and 
Coin Co. Johnson’s residence was 1814A Oregon Ave. The St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 
moved to 115 N. 11 th St. 

The company description does not include a person’s name. 

In 1904, in the Business listing section ( St. Louis Stamp and Coin appears in both the “white 
pages” individual names alphabetically, section and in the “yellow pages” businesses arranged 
by subject of their commerce sections. St. Louis Stamp and Coin usually had two listings and 
then additional mention of people who worked there in the personal sections. In the business 
listing, a description “Postage Stamps and Old Money of all countries Bought and Sold” was 
added to the basic listing. This added description never changed from 1904 -1912 where I 
stopped this particular search. 

From 1903-1906 Johnson is listed as a clerk, in 1907 he is listed as a salesman and he moves his 
personal residence to 2844 Lafayette. 

In 1908 David A. Sutherland ( St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co.) makes his ONLY appearance in a 
St. Louis City 
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Directory. His residence is listed as Columbus Ind. No St. Louis city address is provided. I assume that 
the notation means Columbus, Indiana, but the guide to abbreviations is not helpful on this subject. 

He never appears in the business section of the listing. 

Burdette G Johnson is no longer labeled clerk or salesman starting in 1908. 

In 1909, in addition to the listing and description of St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., Burdette G Johnson's 
name is in a parenthesis in the entry in the white pages section. There is never a name in the business 
listing portion. 

Note, either Johnson moved slightly to 2849 Lafayette or there was a typo in 1912. 

Summary listing 

1898 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. appears 312 N. 4 th 

1900 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. moves to 209 N. 8 th St. 

Type font gets bigger in Business section (stays larger in business section) 

1901 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. moves to 1003 Pine St. 

1903 B.G. Johnson appears, as Clerk with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. Residence 1814A Oregon 
Ave 

1903 St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 115 N. 11 th St. 

1904 Description added to listing: Postage Stamps and Old Money of all countries Bought and Sold 

1907 Johnson’s description changes to Salesman, he moved to 2844 Lafayette Ave 

1908 David A. Sutherland’s name appears, association with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., no position 
indicated, residence listed as Columbus Ind 

1908 Burdette G Johnson’s personal entry no longer includes a position, simply St. Louis Stamp and 
Coin Co. 

1909 Burdette G Johnson’s name is added to the company listing in parantheses in the “white pages” 
part of the listing. 

the listing stays the same through 1912. 
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The Prudential Insurance Company of America 
Home Office: Newark, NJ 
D.A. Sutherland, Supt. 

Post Office Building, Columbus, IND. 


PS If you can use the Biz telegraph "Yes" at my expense. 
D.A.S. 

For I am sick and worried too. 


Septembers, 1908 
Dear Burdette, 

If you will make it $500 more you can have it. Figuring interest what I've lost and what I've had to 
borrow on accts of this being tied up there & all. You realize that I'm not making but very little there. 
For the figures you 1 st named I would not near get $500 or anything like it. But if I'm in trouble and sick 
and likely to soon be out of employment and have to wait 2 more years for relief. 

Page 2 

The money and first shipment put it above $2000 not counting typewriter. Besides you are not figuring 
any profits for me at all first 14 months. Why I don't see anything ahead for me. I was under an 
altogether occupation. If I kept my place & health I didn't expect to ask for assistance. But if I have to 
be a partner on a beggars basis I'd better let you take it. I've done all I could for you. Dug up my last 
Dollar which wasn't much. But it assisted you then. Now if you can do this please arrange 

Page 3 

For me to get the money at an early date. As I'm very much worried and more than ever since receiving 
yours. However, I want you to have the Biz & I want you to own it all since you've expressed yourself. 

Now if you can use the opal why I'll send it at the Cost price. I will pay for making up new deed o you. 

Your Cousin with love 


David 








The Prudential Insurance Co. of America) 

D.A. Sutherland, Supt. ) Printed on top of letter 

Post Office Building Columbus, Ind. ) 

September 18, 1908 

Dear Cousin: 

On acct. of the urgent need of a rest I am positively compelled whether I care to or not. Give 
into this Dist. While my arm is a little better yet the work is enormous and I can’t expose myself 
to the outdoor work which is so heavy and to make any headway towards getting well. Could 
you or would you later on should I get well care to give me mostly in the store the check had you 
dated it. 
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Sept. I could have arranged with Mrs. Griffith by paying interest up to Dec. 1 st for him not to 
have drawn on you until that date. You know I promised you I would protect you & I will make 
my promise as good as it can be made. I hate to give up my position. But I cannot control “fate” 
so it goes. It will be over in a short time. Just let matters rest and if I 
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Draw on you I will not fail to notify you. I am as you know not agreeably situated here. 

So I am in no way to write. Please pardon your sick Cousin & a Poor heart in feelings. 


Yours as ever 
David 


Confidential 
Dear Burdette 

If you'll mail me 2 checks one for $2,000 payable when it arrives & one for $500 which I can 
deposit & draw upon in course at perhaps the month or if possible I’ll leave it longer when you 
can have it. This is strictly at your own price. I need the money badly else I would not sell. 
Please start the check today for $2000 for I will appreciate same & the $500 check I’ll treat you 


Here’s success to you. 


It’s all up to you & success to you. 


David 






The Prudential Insurance Co. of America 
D.A. Sutherland, Supt. 

Post Office Building Columbus, Ind. 

September 18,1908 


Dear Cousin: 


QjzXtl^ • 



On acct. of the urgent need of a rest^ieed of/l am positively compelled whether I care to or not. Give „ 
into this Dist. .ytfWth my arm is a little better yet the work is enormous and I can't expose myself to the 
outdoor work which is so heavy to make any headway towards getting well. Could you or would you 
later on should I get well care tdfgive me mostly in the the check had you dated it 
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.. I could have arranged with Mrs. Griffith by paying interest up to Dec. 1 st for him not to have 
draWn on you until that date. You know I promised you I would protect you & I will make my promise as 
good as it can be made. I hate to give up my position. But I cannot control "fate" so it goes. J^will be 
q-w^ in a short time. Just let matters rest and if I f- 
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(Jraw on you I will not fail to notify you. I am as you know not 






situated here. 


So I am in no way to write. Please pardon your sick Cousin & a Poor heart in feelings. 

Yours as e#T 
David 
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The Prudential Insurance Co. of America) 

D.A. Sutherland, Supt. ) Printed on top of letter 

Post Office Building Columbus, Ind. ) 

September 18, 1908 

Dear Cousin: 

On acct. of the urgent need of a rest I am positively compelled whether I care to or not. Give 
into this Dist. While my arm is a little better yet the work is enormous and I can’t expose myself 
to the outdoor work which is so heavy and to make any headway towards getting well. Could 
you or would you later on should I get well care to give me mostly in the store the check had you 
dated it. 
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Sept. I could have arranged with Mrs. Griffith by paying interest up to Dec. 1 st for him not to 
have drawn on you until that date. You know I promised you I would protect you & I will make 
my promise as good as it can be made. I hate to give up my position. But I cannot control “fate” 
so it goes. It will be over in a short time. Just let matters rest and if I 
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Draw on you I will not fail to notify you. I am as you know not agreeably situated here. 

So I am in no way to write. Please pardon your sick Cousin & a Poor heart in feelings. 


Yours as ever 
David 


Confidential 
Dear Burdette 

If you’ll mail me 2 checks one for $2,000 payable when it arrives & one for $500 which I can 
deposit & draw upon in course at perhaps the month or if possible I’ll leave it longer when you 
can have it. This is strictly at your own price. I need the money badly else I would not sell. 
Please start the check today for $2000 for I will appreciate same & the $500 check I’ll treat you 


Here’s success to you. 


It’s all up to you & success to you. 


David 










Lake Odessa, Michigan 48849 


PHONE: «ho«pum» 


March 16, 1988 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


The best information that I can give you is as follows: the St. Louis 
Stamp and Coin Co. was founded about 1898. F. E. Ellis styled himself 
’'manager" in 1905. However my guess is that he was the proprietor by 
that time, even though B. G. Johnson is referred to as his "partner" in 
the "NUMISMATIST" in 1904. By 1907 F. E. Ellis seems no longer to be 
associated with the firm and B. G. Johnson and D. A. Sutherland are now 
"proprietors" and B. G. Johnson is "manager". By November of 1910 Mr. 
B. G. Johnson seems to be the sole proprietor. 


I suppose that much of the information that I need could be found or put 
together if "Death Certificates" could be obtained for B. G. Johnson, 

F. E. Ellis and perhaps D. A. Sutherland. It sounded from your last 
letter that F. E. Ellis may have died in 1936 or Jan. of 1937. In 1920 
Mr. Ellis’s ads claimed that he had been in business for over 30 years. 
This should place his birth at ca. 1870. If these records can be 
obtained I would be most grateful. Thanking you for all your help thus 
far, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


William Swoger 









